
New England Chapter APWA 
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting – February 18, 2015 

O’Connor’s Restaurant, Worcester, MA 
 
1. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by President Merson.  Roll was called.  See attached 
spreadsheet for attendance. 
 
2. Concerns, etc. – Merson asked if anyone had any concerns, questions or comments regarding anything 
attached to the meeting package.  None. 
 
3. Consent Agenda 
 
a. Approval of minutes – The February 18, 2015 minutes were reviewed/no corrections made. 
 
b. Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Connors circulated a report summarizing income and expenses from 
January 21 – February 18, 2015.  She said the Finance Committee had a two and one-half hour conference 
call on 2/11/15, and that 1st Vice President Perry would be giving a full report later in the meeting. 
 
c. Delegates report – Quiram reported he will be having a face-to-face meeting in Kansas City at the end 
of the month.  He wanted to give a heads up that several committees are working with National on a 
membership survey for information as to why some Chapters do not submit for National Awards.  (He 
will forward Council of Chapters’ Committee Report to Connors via email for the record).  A few of the 
awards are the Pace Award, (discussions about morphing this Committee with the Awards Committee), 
Congress Participation, PW Leadership for the Future, and Membership Recruitment to name a few.  If 
you see anything you find of interest, please let him know before he heads for KC on the 25th. 
 
d. Board Members Report – No report. 
 
e. Spring Conference – Webb reported the Committee held their first meeting and assignments were 
distributed.  The contract was signed and the estimated cost is approximately $10,000 or less.  All 
speakers have been assigned and still working on a Keynote Speaker.  McCarthy from UCONN has a 
possible speaker, or looking into Bob Maxon, the weekday morning meteorologist on NBC CT News.  
Date is confirmed for April 14th, with rooms available at a discounted price for early arrivals.   
 
f. Spring Mechanics – No report. 
 
g. NPWWL – Connors reported that she and the Committee were moving forward and that this was the 
last year of a three year contract with Lombardo’s.  Possible new location for the future.  She also 
formally invited Boston’s Mayor Marty Walsh to be the guest speaker at the Luncheon.  Due to the crazy 
winter in NE, she had not pressed his administration for an answer, but would check in with his office the 
first of the week.  It was mentioned that Boston’s Commissioner of Public Works might be asked to host 
the pre-luncheon event, but further discussions would be had at the PWAC Meeting on March 2nd.  Ticket 
prices will remain at $65.00.  Merson said the 2015 NPWW poster was available on line. 
  
h. Education –Daring reported the Committee met on February 3rd, and thanked everyone who 
participated.  Recommendations were forwarded and a few changes made to the current Presentations 
Selections.  Current prospect for keynote speaker for the Summer Conference may change due to cost.  
Goober and Daring will contact presenters.  Thank you to Molly Otero for all her assistance.  Nothing for 
Snow and Ice Conference at this time. 
 
i. Awards – Benevento reminded everyone that the due date is March 3rd.  He received a few nominations 
but would like to see a few more.  He sent two emails and nothing back from the membership.  Yanulis is 
working on State Rep. and Stinson is working on Top Ten with Merson.  If anyone has a candidate, 
please let him know ASAP. 
 
 



j. Scholarships – Westerling reported that he is updating the scholarship application, and will send to 
Connors to forward an email blast to entire membership. 
 
k. Membership – Garro is working with Webb and will be attending a PWAC/Web Page meeting on 
March 2nd.  Looking to refresh the Chapter’s data base. 
 
l. Sponsors – Daring reported the Committee met on February 12th and they had a good group discussion, 
are becoming more active, and participating in a more profound role.  Yanulis said they are working with 
Committee Chairs on enhancing attendance at conferences/events, and trying to get more folks from the 
public sector side.  Next scheduled meeting is at ARCADIS in Braintree on March 3rd.    
 
m. Newsletter – Garro is getting ready for the printer and if anyone has anything, let him know asap.  
Anything from the sponsors would help and Yanulis will send out an email to solicit any sponsor info.  
Cutoff date is March 15th.  Goober suggested that space be made available to remind/promote the 2016 
N.A. Snow Conference being held in Hartford.  Garro will speak with Veselka to encourage attendance. 
 
n. Technical Committee Liaison – Nothing to report from Riccio.  All updated info from National was 
forwarded to Connors who passed along to the EC Board. 
 
o. Summer Conference –Trahan said the Committee’s first priority was to get the contract with the 
Lighthouse Inn signed and returned.  A draft schedule was handed out, and the Committee has also put 
together a draft budget (handed out to EC Board) and is working with the Sponsors and Finance 
Committees.  Sollmi asked if prices were negotiable, and Trahan said they were the same as in 2007.  
Benevento asked about hors d’oeuvres Discussions continued regarding Banquet attire, (will be kept 
formal), the guest speaker (no one as yet), a possible mechanics and safety workshops (to be held off 
site), date and time for EC Board Meeting, (Fri., 7:30 a.m.), and the golf tournament (where to be held) 
and the fishing trip.   
 
p. APWA North American Snow Conference – Veselka reported he and his committee met with 
National and the CT Convention Center on February 5th and things are moving along.  A meeting with 
Committee is scheduled for Feb. 24th at VHB to establish liaisons with National, sub-committees, the 
main purpose being to procure cash donations, and preliminary plans for a technical committee.  He will 
be attending the 2015 Snow Conference on April 12-15 and will have a booth set up on the floor there.  
(The booth will also be set up at the CT Convention Center).  There will be a wrap-up 2015 NA Snow 
Conference meeting on April 15.  Anyone attending the Conference is more than welcome to attend this 
meeting.  Veselka also mentioned that the 2016 NA Snow Conference is going to overlap the Spring 
Conference that year.  More needs to be discussed regarding this issue. 
 
q. Finance Committee – Perry said the Committee had a productive meeting.  Based on the checking 
account figures that Treasurer Connors furnishes monthly, the Chapter will be out of money next year.  
Cash flow is extremely tight, and we will be working with Committee Chairs.  Some events have always 
been money makers and some have been challenges.  A few of the challenges are us needing to be more 
attentive to costs, and looking at areas to cut costs.  Yanulis said the Sponsor Committee needs to step up 
to the plate. One of our largest expenses is the adult beverages.  Benevento said social events were always 
sponsor driven activities and sponsors would like to see a return on their investment.  Money did not 
come out of Chapter money.  Perry also said when people come to the Board for a new expense/donation, 
etc., we always say yes.  These issues need to be looked at more closely.  Lastly, Perry said she was 
looking forward to hearing from the Sponsor Committee and the next FinCom meeting was scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 4th.   
 
The above consent items were approved on a motion by Hadley/Quiram. 
 
4. Action on items removed from the Consent Agenda 
 
On a motion by Webb/Hadley it was approved to sign the Summer Conference Contract with the 
Lighthouse Inn. 



 
Merson mentioned the passing of John Kiley, Jr. of Atlantic Broom and no arrangements had been made 
as yet.  Connors will forward info to the membership.   Merson also mentioned that the Call for 
Nominations from National was posted and if anyone had any recommendations, please let him know.   
 
Merson reminded everyone about the “Stormy Awards” presentation at the NEWWA Conference in 
Worcester on April 1-2, 2015, and that Lexington would be one of the presenters. 
 
  5. Other Business and Correspondence 
  
 a. Professional Development - No report. 
  
 b. PWAC - In her absence, Benevento reported that he had met with Piacentini and reviewed the 
Strategic Planning and a kick off meeting was scheduled for March 2nd with the full Committee in 
Brookline. 
 
 c. YP’s – Gallagher reported that they are back on track for the YP Spring Meeting and he has a 
conference call scheduled for Friday a.m.  He also said they have brought in “fresh blood” and they will 
be helpful in planning events, and has been reaching out to YP’s to get involved with Chapter 
Committees.  He also has a conference call with National later this afternoon.   
  
 d. Engagement of current/potential NEAPWA Members – Webb met with UCONN and they are 
going to prepare a video which will consist of a 20-30 year career range.  It will show new public works 
employees that public works is a profession, not just a “job”.  This video will show at the T2 in CT. 
 
Perry mentioned that she has been working with Sheltra (VT) on an Accreditation Workshop.  Sheltra has 
been inquiring about locations in the White River Junction area and has forwarded several possibilities.  
(info att. To EC Board package). 
 
Lastly, Quiram mentioned that he was putting together a report for the Spring Delegates Meeting and that 
the Chapter is down 19 positions, 14 of which are vacant agency memberships.  Whoever is heading up 
membership should check out info on National’s web page. 
 
6. Future Meetings and Agenda Items 
 March 18, 2015 - O’Connor’s Restaurant, Worcester 
 April 14, 2015 - Spring Conference - Marriott Hotel, Windsor, CT 
 May 13, 2015 – TBD 
 May 20, 2015 - NPWWL 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned on a motion by McNeil/Webb. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jaqui Connors 


